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Reporting and Review 
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Summary of Findings: 

The “Concentration of Graves (Exhumation and Reburials) Burial Return” for Plot 6 Row 
J Grave 6 lists an unknown Canadian Soldier with equipment marked “Evans”. 

A review of the available information shows that there was only one Canadian soldier 
with the name “Evans” that was killed in action in that area, with no known grave, thus 
listed on the Vimy Memorial. That soldier was Pte. Cecil Samuel Evans #101 1 12 of the 
31 st Canadian Infantry Battalion, killed near Courcelette on 15 September 1916. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings clearly indicate that the remains in Plot 6 Row J Grave 6 are those of 

Private Cecil Evans of the 31 st Infantry Battalion. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Circumstance of Death file for Private Cecil Samuel Evans reports that was 
killed in action on the 15 th of September 1916 at a point south of Courcelette, 
east of Thiepval and that his grave was registered (Attachment #1). 

2. The War Graves Register reports that the remains of Private Cecil Evans were 
not knowingly recovered and identified and thus his name was inscribed on the 
Vimy Memorial, as a soldier with no known grave (Attachment #2). 

3. Private Evans was serving with the 31 st Canadian Infantry Battalion at the time of 
his death. The war diary of the 31 st Battalion for September 1 4 th and 1 5 th clearly 
states that the unit was at Pozieres, France. More specifically, the Battalion 
Headquarters were located at 57d.R34.d.3.5, less than 700 yards away from 
where the remains were recovered (Attachment #3). 

4. The 31 st Battalion of the 6 th Infantry Brigade was part of a large Canadian force 
participating in the attack on Courcelette in the area south of the village, just 
northeast of Pozieres and west of Martinpuich (Attachment #4). This is as 
previously described as the area where Private Evans was killed east of Thiepval 
and south of Courcelette. 

5. A period trench map of the area where the remains were found provides further 
evidence of the strong presence of the 31 st Battalion in this area (Attachment #5). 
The trench map depicts the other recorded locations of remains for Private 
Ashton (57d.R35.b.2.4); Private Alcock (dressing station at 57d.R35.55.0); and 
Lt. McPherson, whose remains were recovered only 160 yards away 
(57d.X5.a.1 .3). All of these men served with the 31 st Infantry Battalion and were 
killed in action at that time and place. 

6. The records of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) shows that 
there were fourteen (14) soldiers with the last name Evans who are recorded on 
the Vimy Memorial as having no known grave (Attachment #6). The records of 
each of those soldiers had to be checked to determine if it would have been 
possible for their remains to have been found at 57d.X5.a.5.7. 

7. Of the fourteen (14) candidates for inclusion, one (1 ) was excluded for 1 91 5 as 
he was killed near Festubert, France (north of Arras). Six (6) of those named on 
the Vimy Memorial were killed in 1917 and well out of the area of Courcelette, 
leaving seven (7) soldiers in the final analysis (Attachment #7). Six (6) of those 
candidates were killed north of Courcelette, leaving Private Cecil Evans #101112 
as the only possibility. 
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8. If a researcher was to examine only the “Graves Registration Report Form” 
(GRRF) there would be no indication that the remains in Plot 6 Grave J Row 6 
might be those of Private Evans, as the document reports only “Unknown 
Canadian Soldier” (Attachment #8). 

9. Examination of the “Concentration of Graves (Exhumation and Reburials) Burial 
Return” (COG-BR) for the Tincourt New British Cemetery provides additional 
information on the remains exhumed and reburied in the grave. The additional 
information is that the remains were with a piece of equipment marked to “Evans” 
(Attachment #9). Our analysis of this record, in conjunction with all the additional 
information presented, makes it clear that these were the remains of Private 
Cecil Samuel Evans #101112 who was killed at that location when the rest of the 
31 st Battalion was in action at the time of his death. 

Note that in the final two records referenced above (GRRF and COG-BR) that the grave 
reference was changed from Row “I” to row “J”. The reference to “Pettit #555545” in 
Grave 5 of the same lot and row provides confirmation that this was a record change 
only. 



Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #10). 

The results of the investigation are clear that there are no other candidates having the 
name “Evans” that were in the area south of Courcelette and east of Thiepval whose 
remains could be located at 57d.X5.a.5.7. We would therefore suggest that the CWGC 
records be amended to report that Plot 6 Row J Grave 6 of the Tincourt New British 
Cemetery contains the remains of Private Cecil Samuel Evans, a Private with the 31 st 
Canadian Infantry Battalion, killed in action on 15 September 1916. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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At & point South of Courcelette, Kant of Thiepval, Prance. ( Grave Registered) 
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ATTACHMENT #2 
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ATTACHMENT #3 




Army Form < 



Swn?wuy cl Frroli -.»A Infanralicn 



ajjj WlWjjjjIMS* 



WAR DIARY 



Ariuv Fnn ( 



In»lrnciV'r» rrjprdir.£ War Diunm and tnlllligMa 
Samuiarir. arc coniftinM in K. S. KfC«. P.irt IL 
and llifl Staff Mnntul neipeetnvljr. Tillo jo®« 
will 1* ftTpaml in raana»rrij-I. 

Placv Dale 1 How 

1916. - 



wmMmmm/i 

(EntMl holding not rryuirrJ.) 



Suiumnty ■ I Kn*nt» nml Tn f-rmution 



Sept. 

l&th. 1.04k 



16t>. 1.00k 
8.00k 
9.00k 
10.00k 



Clear moonlight night. Artillery fire -yin,, icwn. C.R.R. platoon morea out. 

Sgt. Turner C.Coy. goes out with sowers ablominel wouni. 

Zero^hour^^Attae^bet^Lna^TerrlXic Artillery bombarinont. reman gains reply in a far ninutaa. 
Wounlei beginning to cone in, chiefly walking caaaa. We cannot get stwatchera into iug-oirt nni 
Irosa lying caaaa in trench anl in the open. 

Va attenl to a batch of 20 wouniai Gorman prisoners, induiing 1 Officer. 

A A P^an i^aijoining^trench filial with severely wounioi men. I sonl naeesgee to Piell Amtalance 
anl Brighie HoaiiuarteiB for carrying parties. 

Oarrrlnr tarty from 29th. Battalion has cloarei our wouniai. Wore continue to arrlre. 

Cactt Roaa.No.Sth.Pieli Ambulance .arrives with atratcher equal. Several aerere stretcher cases 
aro on hanl. 6th. Piell Ambulance squad takes two. 

V*—. intenao hostile ahe' , linr. Canalian Cori a has reachel all first objactiwea. 5th. ani 7th. 
S£awi am pSsdng Stack 5„to WRCSLEKE ani on left towaria heu+.a PARH. Trench entrant 
to R.A.P. ine-out blown in by shell. 

Constant streaa of wounioi, chiefly from 42nl. ,7th. Bridle. 

Stretcher equals hare not retumei. Haro sent raeae^e to this effect. 

We iig out ani clean entrance to iu^-out. 

Stretcher bearer squai of bth.Fieli Aabulance arrires. They haijjen lost on way up, hence iola.y. 
Wouniai \11 cloarei. 

Haro heart that 2Sth. ani Slat. Battalions hare been reliArei. ... - . 

Turn R.4.P. orer to U.0.,R.C.R8,ani go out orerlani to 6th. Brigaia Ueaiquartere.vith -apt. 
CBUuath.O. 28th. Battalion. Enemy still shelling but not nearly so hari as yesterday. Attack 
has been great sucaaaa all along the line. 5th. Brigade took 00UHC3.HWE last evening 
31st. Batthinn has collectei at CASUALTY CORNER near COHTALUAISON. I report to O.C. Battalion, 
Casualties estimated at 3S0. 7 OfricerB including 3 Company Cormianier® era reported killel 

5 wounlei ani 1 Biasing 



ajjj Wt W--M j'njt ; 00/100 3/15 D. D. A L. A.D5S.<r«nnJC *•»<. 
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MAP 6 



ATTACHMENT #4 
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Reproduced by Army Survey Establishment Compiled and drawn by Historical Section G.S. 





ATTACHMENT #5 




Private Cecil Evans 



Page 8 



Tincourt Plot 6 Row J Grave 6 



ATTACHMENT #6 



Name 


Rank 


Service 

Number 


Date of 
Death 


Age 


Regiment / Service 


Service 

Country 


Grave/ 

Memorial 

Reference 


Cemetery 

1 

Memorial 

Name 


Docs. 


EVAN l 
ALFRED 


Private 


124467 


17,08*1917 


40 


Canaaan rranry 


Canaaan 




VWY 

MEMORIAL 


0 


EVANS. 

AMBROSE 

MARSHALL 


=nva» 


2363 


25051915 


31 


.oro srareona s -torse 
(Roya canaaansi 


Canadan 




VWY 

MSMORIA- 


0 


EVANS. AMOS 
MORRILL 


Corpora 


177274 


09041917 




Canaaan rCarrr> 


Canaaan 




VWY 

MEMORIAL 


0 


EVANS. CECIL 
SAMUEL 


Prival e 


101112 


15091916 




Canadan nanr> 


Canadan 




VWY 

MEMORIAL 


0 


EVANS. 

CHARLES 

EDWARD 


Um 

Corpora 


A262Z7 


28041917 




Canaaan nSnry 


Canaaan 




VWY 

MEMORIAL 


0 


EVAN Si 

CHARLES 

JOHN 


SapfHr 


267805 


3011/1917 




Canaaan RaBway Troops 


Canadan 




VWY 

MEMORIAL 


0 


EVANS. 

ERNEST 

EDWARO 


Private 


14U19 


05101916 




Canaaan rftrary 


Canaaan 






VWY 

MEMORIAL 


0 


EVANSl 

FREDERICK 

GEORGE 


Private 


435162 


1911,1916 




Canaaan na ray 


Canadan 




VWY 

MEM OR A- 


0 


E. A 1 S 

GEORGE 

ALLAN 


Private 


911814 


06051917 


19 


Canadan rfanry 


Canaaan 




VWY 

MEM OR A- 


0 


EVANS. JOHN 


Private 


434765 


1811/1916 




Canaaan nortry 


Canaaan 




VWY 

MEMORIAL 


0 


EVANS. JOHN 


.jnce 

Corpora 


443033 


28041917 




Canaaan Machine Sir 
Corps 


Canaaan 




VWY 

M EMOR A_ 


0 


EVANS. 

ROBERT 


Private 


A24132 


25091916 




Canaaan rrtanry 


Canaaan 




VWY 

MEM OR A. 


0 


E.A1 $ 

WILFRED 

JOHN 


Private 


A'11101 


15091916 


22 


=nncess =araas 
Canaaan jcft narrry 
■ Eastern Orsano Regaiem 


Canaaan 




VWY 

MEMORIAL 


0 


EVANS. 

WILLIAMS 


Rtvate 


460716 


1811,1916 




Canadan rterrry 


Canadan 




VWY 

memorial. 


0 
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ATTACHMENT #7 



To be a candidate for consideration of an Unknown Canadian Soldier in this case the 
following conditions applied: 

1 . The soldier saw action in the Battle of the Somme, France between July 1 st and 
November 30, 1 91 6 in the area northeast of Albert. 

2. The remains were not previously identified and thus the name of the soldier is 
listed on the Vimy Memorial. 

3. Provided the above two conditions were met, the circumstance of death, war 
diaries and maps were used to determine if the remains could have been in the 
area south of Courcelette between Pozieres and Martinpuich (as shown in the 
exhumation report as 57d.X5.a.5.7). 



Vimy Memorial 
“Evans” 


Reason for Exclusion 


Evans, Alfred #124467 


August 1917 at Lens (Hill 70) 


Evans, Ambrose #2863 


May 1915 at Festubert 


Evans, Amos #177274 


April 1917 Vimy Ridge, Arras 


Evans, Charles, #A/26227 


April 1917 Arras 


Evans, Charles #267805 


November 1917 Gouzeaucourt Station at 57c.Q24.b 


Evans, Ernest #141419 


October 1916 at Le Sars, northeast of Courcelette 


Evans, Frederick #435162 


November 1916 at Le Sars, northeast of Courcelette 


Evans, George #91 1 81 4 


May 1 91 7 in the trenches at Lens 


Evans, John #434765 


November 1916 at Pys 57c.M13.b.5.5 


Evans, John #448088 


April 1917 at Arleux-en-Gohelle 


Evans, Robert #A/24 132 


September 1916 at Regina Trench north of Courcelette 


Evans, Wilfred #A/1 1 1 01 


September 1916 trenches northwest of Courcelette 


Evans, William #460716 


November 1916, Desire Trench north of Courcelette 



Private Cecil Evans 



Page 1 0 



Tincourt Plot 6 Row J Grave 6 





ATTACHMENT #8 
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CONCENTRATION OE GRAVES (Exhumation and Reburials). 



ATTACHMENT #9 
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»»:r* evvcftl* 

This form to be made out in triplicate, two oopies being handed to the t>. A. D. (C. of G.) and tho other retained by the Burial Officer. 



ATTACHMENT #10 



This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 



Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, it the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 



Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 



The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 



Name 


Affiliation 


E-mail 


Contribution 


Richard Laughton 


Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 


rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 


Report Author 
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